THE   TRIALS  OF  SCHOLARSHIP
of subjects and marked our substitute papers ninety-five and ninety-eight, respectively, and scribbled "excellent" on the margin for good measure. Things did not go quite so well, however, in the other classes. In the history-room the teacher was altogether helpless in the hands of his pupils, and in his misery he found fault with everything Goodman and I did, from the manner of our taking notes to our English intonation. How those boys could be so disrespectful to a learned man our European minds could not grasp at all. They threw chalk at him and at one another as soon as he turned his back to write on the blackboard, and catcalled him, and one fat youngster even went to the length of getting up and waltzing around the room in the middle of another boy's farcical recitation. And yet, as soon as they came into the physics-room, these same pupils became as meek as lambs and as attentive as a Clinton Hall, audience.
We suffered so horribly under the discipline that at the end of a week Goodman gave up the effort and borrowed the money to go to a second-rate medical school where the tuition was comparatively cheap. At the evening school there had never been any insistence on getting exercises and themes into the hands of the teachers at any particular time. It was assumed that the work was done, as a matter of course. If a student could not or would not follow out assignments, he naturally dropped out altogether and devoted his money and his time to more pleasurable avocations
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